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Meeting Notes (short meeting preceding site tour) 

Meeting Date:   19 September 2009 Time:  9 – 9.40 am 

Location: WSN facility meeting room, Lucas Heights 

 
Item Issue Action By  
 Welcome and Apologies 

KP introduced herself and informed members that she was the new 
facilitator after Id Planning had been selected as the successful 
tenderers for facilitating the WSN CAC. 
 

  

1. EA for new AWT facility at Lucas Heights 
JP introduced SH to provide information to the CAC about the 
impending Environmental Assessment (EA) for the new Ecolibrium 
Mixed Waste Facility proposed at Lucas Heights 
 
The status is: 
EA document is being printed for submission to the Department of 
Planning on 22 September 2009. 
 
Exhibition and consultation period is expected to be 30 September to 
30 October 2009. 
 
SH handed out copies of the Executive Summary of the EA 
 
Further information is to be made available on the WSN website. 
 
Should the exhibition commence 30 September, community 
information sessions about the facility will be held at Menai 
Marketplace on Monday 12 and Tuesday 13 October – one in the 
morning and one in the afternoon. Also Saturday 17 October (details 
to be provided by JP to all CAC members).  
 
An information session will also be held on site on Friday 23 October. 
 
WSN will mail out the draft information brochure to all CAC members 
on Monday 21 September for their record. 9,500 households are to 
receive this brochure when finalised and printed and it will be 
available on the website. 
 
Facility is similar to the one currently operated at Macarthur by WSN.  
 
SH explained that red bin waste (general waste) goes through 
various material separation processes to recover the recyclable 
materials and leave a liquid slurry-like material which is processed in 
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the biological treatment plant which produces methane and then 
ultimately creates renewable energy in form of electricity. This is a 20 
year project. 
 
The benefit is that 70% of waste is diverted away from landfill.  
 
The brochure explains the process. 
 
Air, water, traffic and odour impacts are included in the studies done 
for the purpose of the EA. 
 
PT – raised that there is an issue about odours and that people 
cannot contact the 1800 number. 
RM – queried whether it was the WSN or the Council number since 
no one else has complained about this 
A community member said they never had a problem 
PT – informed the CAC that Council had made a resolution that they 
should write to WSN about the number not working. 
PT – mentioned that if the life of the facility at Lucas Heights was to 
be extended then the 1800 number is very important. 
SH – The proposed facility is enclosed and reduces odour. Do not 
anticipate odour going beyond boundary. The facility is due to close 
in 2024. Beyond 2024 the remaining residual waste that cannot be 
recovered during the process will be landfilled off-site. 
DE – was a heritage study conducted. 
SH – thought that the Gandangara people had been contacted. 
DE – The people of this area are the Dharawal; the actual family 
clan which roamed the Lucas heights tip area were the 
Norongerrigals. DE suggested that Les Bursill be contacted as he is 
an expert 
PT – this was an area of contention 
SH – will look into what the studies found. Encouraged DE to make a 
submission to the DoP about this issue. 
SH – EA report is to be placed on WSN website and available at DoP 
and Council. 
PT – Community needs to be assured there are to be no impacts. 
Will this affect the playing fields? 
RM – No 
SH – closure of landfill will not change 
RM – Drop off area for community will continue beyond landfill 
closure date. Concerns can be raised during exhibition period. 
PT – will mini-bike club be affected? 
RM – club is being moved and is already under construction. 
 
SH – any residue beyond 2024 will be transported off site. 
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Facility at Macarthur is similar and everyone can look at the brochure 
of this facility. A DVD about this facility will be shown at the displays. 
 

2 Update on Operation and Environmental Matters 
 

  

 RM presented the Operations Report (attached) – no discussion or 
points on this. 
 
RM presented the Environmental Monitoring Report (attached) 
 
Winter odour monitoring done every month.  
14 complaints in July – because of landfill 
1 complaint in August. 

  

4. Other matters 
 
A letterbox drop was done due to gas infrastructure works and 
resulting odour issues informing the community about what was 
happening and promoting the 1800 odour hotline number in July. 
 
GS – Lucas Heights 1 – Tenders for 8 clubs to operate at Lucas 1 
close end October. 
Council is building a new car park. 
Golf club – first 9 holes open 
JP – distributed an article from Sunday Telegraph, 13 September 
’Playing from the tips’ about the opening of the golf course. 
 

  

3. Community Feedback on Odours   
 JR commented that odours in previous years had not seemed as bad 

as this year, and that he is more aware of odour levels as he is home 
more 

  

 RM suggested this may be because of failures which are becoming 
apparent in some of gas wells in Stage 5 and that last year gas wells 
were able to be repaired before the winter in contrast to this one 

  

    
 
 
Agenda Item Action summary   
1 Draft information brochure and details of expected community 

information sessions/displays to CAC members 
 

JP 21 Sept 

 
 
Next meeting: THURSDAY 3 December 2009 – 6.30 pm to 8.30 pm 
Venue :              Club Menai  
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